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RED LODGE HISTORIC BUILDINGS

As early as 1866, gold prospeclors discovered rich coal deposits in the Rock Creek Valley. A1 that lime, the area was part of the Crow Indian Reservation and mining wasn't legal. When the land was
ofjtctally opened to settlement in the 1880508905, prospectors from all over the state hurred to mine the Red adge Coalfield, considered “unegualed in the West.” Coal mined from here was soon being burned
Jor tocomotives, smelters, mills and more from the Mississippi River to the Pavific Ocean. 1ts been said that when the Northern Pacific Railroad’s first shipment of coal left Red 1odge on June 17, 1889, the boom
began. The boom brought infrastructure as well as jobs 1o the small town, including electrification, a waler works and an organized fire fishting force. By 1910, Red Lodge boasted a population of nearly 5000,
half of them tmmigrants from Scandinavia as well as Eastern and Western Eurape. Red Lodge became a town with a great pride in its individual cueltures, highlighted by the fact that nrany inmigrants settied

into their own, separate neighborhoods,

This walking tour has three components, all of which start from the Carbon County Historical Society and Musenm. Take one, two, ar all three, depending on your interests and schedule. 'The Dowitonwn
lour, in red, covers five blocks of Broadway, up one side and down the other. 1t hightights some buildings of bistoric significance, but you may want lo dawdle, observing some of the other buildings that make up the
rich fabric of Red Lodge. The Hi Bug tour, in dark blue, takes you up and down two streets full of grand bistoric residences. The Finn Town tour, in green, covers one of the fascinating immaigrant neighborhoods.
Along the way, youl see some buildings highlighted in pale blue on the map. Finjoy learneng move abont them throngh their Historie Register signs. Nofe: Some buildings are better viewed from across the stree.
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1. LABOR TEMPLE/HISTORICAL SOCIETY MU-
SEUM « 224 N. Broadway
Built entirely by area miners, the
Labor Temple was dedicated in
1910 for the Red Lodge Miners No,
1771 of the United Mine Workers
of Amesca, the first such facil- ny = "

ity in the state. Total construction  §TTEITTITRITIITIT B
cost was $36.000 (over $750,000 in +
2005). The bulding has a basement
and three stonies. including a grand
dance hall on the third floor. The ground foor and basement housed a
general mercantile store initally operated by the Kaleva (Finnush) Co-
operative mercantile company. When it was huilt, the Labor Temple was
the tallest and grandest building 1n town. ][m[ =

2. MOUNT MAURICE HOSPITAL + 202 N. Broadway

From 1909-1945, the Mount Mau-
rice Hospital housed up to 50 pa-
tients under the care of Dt S.M.
Souders. Souders and his fam-
ily lived on the first Hoor of the
building, while the nurses lived in
small attic rooms on the top floor.
The building has Sttved as county
offices since 1954. T [

3. "NEW™ JAIL * 110 N. Broadway

Set back off the street, this brick butlding was constructed as the new
jail in 1903, with prisoners scraping and oiling the exterior masonry. The
interior included a shentff’s othce, 2 women’s cell, and a series of cages

for male prisoners. T

4, CARBON COUNTY COURTHOUSE * 104 N,

Broadway

An excellent example of a public
building of restratned design with
classical deratling, this 1899 brick
buildmg remains close  its origi-
nal form, despite later additions
on the north and south. Note how
the round-headed, second-story
windows echo the central arched
entrance. \lso note the sills and “eyebrows™ on the windows and corner

pilasters, detailed in projected brick. i

O. PICKET BLDG * 20-22 N. Broadway
This building 15 distinguished
by tts three bays, most recogniz-
able in its second story windows:
round-headed, double-hung, and
round-headed. It was constructed
in 1902 for the Red Lodge Picket
newspapet, the town's primary
soutce of news from 1892 to
1943. It’s interesting to note that
the Picket also printed supple-
mental pages in Finnish during the 1910s, since literate Finns were such
a large part of the community. T

6. SPOFFORD/POLLARD HOTEL =2 N. Broadway
Built in 1893, mid-
way bemween the
ratlroad depot and
Old Town (16"
St.), this was the
first brick building
in town, and its
construction  Sig-
naled the shift of
the commercial district away from Old Town. As it was built before the
rest of Broadway, its otiginal entrance was on the south (11" St.) side. It
cost $20.000 to build (nearly $420,000 1 2005) and had 35 rooms. It was
onginally named The Spofford after the prestdent of the Rocky Fork
Coal Compay v, but Thomas Pollard putchased and expanded it in 1902.
Famous puests have included William I “Buffalo Bill” Lndv Martha “Ca-
lamity Jan€®Cannary. and John “Liver- Bﬂﬂﬂ” Johnston. m][ =
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/. THEATORIUM + 2 E. 11" Street
After World War T, optimism and prosperity
reigned in Red Lodge, leading to the 1920
construction of this grand three-story
structure, At 2 cost of $140,000 (over
§1.5 million in 2005), it had a seating
capacity of 1,000 for traveling shows,
vaudeville, local productions, and Chau-
tangua events. The decorative columns,
arches and cornices were done in the style of

Louis XVL Marble statues imported from ltaly, along with the Gor-
gonian hgures and applied theatrical cartouches of terra cotta on the
facade added to the building’s elegance. But after the Westside Mine
closed 1 1924, the building was used only occasionally. In the 1930s it
was converted to a distllery, and Evenmﬂﬂv an auto body shop. Fxterior

restoration began in the 1990s. T (No Admittance)

8. RED.LODGE STATE BANK * 24 S. Broadway
This grand brick building was con-
structed 1 1901, With the bank on
the first floor and offices upstairs, 1t
served s the center of the early town’s
real estate, insurance, and dﬁvelop
ment activity, A 1909 rear addition
to the structure included a restaurant.
Note the mmpression of elegance
brought about by the sandstone ac-
cents, arched transom, and articulated
cornice, all lughhghted by a 2006 res-
toration. il

9. ROMAN THEATER * 120 S. Broadway

1. Kk

Steve Roman, Red Lodge’s
movie theaters in town. In the family’s namesake theater, four of the
children accompanied movies on the Wutlitzer, violin, piano, and drums
while a fifth served as projectionist, and Mom ran the rooming house
upstaies, Originally built in 1917, the facade was remodeled 1n 1935 in
the “Hollywood Moderne” style, including air conditioning, Formica
panels, and Art Deco styling, il

10. NIETHAMMER MEAT MARKET * 201 S. Broad-

way

The Niethammer Meat Mar-
ket, with a canted, corner en-
trance, opened 1 1916 with
the most advanced equip-
ment available at the time: a
brightly lit retail shop 1 front,
a huge walk-mn relrigerator in
the muddle portion, and in the

back, a kitchen where mincemeat. sausage, wieners and head cheese were
made. The basement also held a large smokeroom used to cure bacon,
hams and sausage (note the glass block “window™ in the sidewalk along
13" St). When the bustness sold in 1946, it was reported to be the largest

. » . il
bustness 1n Carbon County. T

il

11. FINNISH OPERA
HOUSE 123 S. Broadway

Finnish immigrants made up a quar-
ter of Red Lodge’s population at the
arn of the century, and this build-
ing served as one of the bustlng
centers of Fmmsh social life. The

1897 bulding housed a library —

movie man,” at oge point owned four

most [inns were litesate 1n their language — and was host to meetings,
dances, prize hghts, wrestling matches and silent movies. With electric
footlights added to the stage in 1907, most of the early traveling theatrical
troupes performed in this building, I

12. W.R. HALL BLDG * 119 S. Broadway
This 1900 two-story masonry building re-
tains excellent architectural mtegrity. The
symmetrical front facade uses a combina-
on of cast iron supports and wood to
frame the recessed entry. The simple fa-
cade Is articulated with sandstone banding
at the second floor windowsill level and a
high relief’ corbelled brick parapet topped
with sandstone coping. The first floor
housed a grocery, then a New York cloth-
ing outlet, and a string of saloons until
Prohibiton, when it became a soft dnnk
establishment (while 1 upstairs rooms, one could be served more trad-
tional beverages). Tl

IH1]

13. BLACKBURN
BLDG * 11 S. Broad-

way

As miners flocked to Red
Lodge, they were quickly fol-
lowed by “ladtes of the night.”
In the commercial district,
bordellos were located on the

upper floors of 7, 9 & 11§

Broadway. A separate stairway served the gils’ rooms, which had brick
stoves for heatng and which could also be used to cook intimate dinners.
This 15 one of the best preserved, tusticated stone, two-story buildings
within the commercial district. The name Blackbura sull appears on the
parapet of the building, constructed in 1905, mhere Blackburn and Marino

operated a mercantile store on the main foor. i =

14. IRIS (PARK) THEATER * 7 S. Broadway

Buult 1 1925, this 1s one of the newest masoary buildings in the distret.
It housed first the Inis movie theater and then the Park, whose marquee
was added in the 1940s. It remamned a vital movie theater from the nme
of 1ts construction uatil 1961, when the Roman family bought and closed
it. The upper floor was an important meeting place for the Slavonian
National Protective Soctety during its early years. m

il

15. CARBON COUNTY BANK * 1 N. Broadway

This bulding exhibits the highest
degree of destign sophistication and
detaling 1 the commercial district.
Note the raised corner entry with Ro-
manesque arches, leaded glass window
heads, two primary facades and intn-
cate sandstone and brck detathng. A
rear addition built for storage between
1912 and 1927 reflects the original pot-
tion in style. A plaque mustakenly notes
that Kid Curry and the Sundance Kid
were captured after a bank robbery
here. The robbery never took place; rather, members of the Wild Bunch
were overheard bmggmg about their plans to rob the bank, and were chased

to north of Lavina, where thev were Eﬁpmmd by Carbon Countv Sheniff

Joha Dunn. T



20. NORTHERN PACIFIC RR DEPOT * 11 W. 8t Anne and Grecian styles.
Due his 1einally Note.the ramblifig veranda

This Depot, onginally _ :
including a. 2"-stony-sta: extending aff}und the front
and south facades as well

tonmaster’s  residence, AN -
¢ , LT S . ~ was bullt in 1889 for the 85 10C RAESR-CONPIBTINTS
In 1986, Red Lodges Hi Bug district was placed on the AR fared Bl

National Register of Historie Pﬂ.:nf.r. Ninety-one percent of f‘:ewh’ c?mpljzled _R”"—k}"_ vissadts st e
the homes on these blocks were buill between 1890 and 1930 VRSN R porch. The two-story bay
by the more affluent English-speaking business and profes- ]E}}:E:ﬁt Riﬂifadr' dTi;fl windou s stale Alh
stonal peaple in town. Often. as the owners prospered, they ms fﬂabsz;gu :13] : he gles, scroll brackets and
moved their mare modest homes elsewbere and built grander ;

' e il wip from Billings taking 9 hours. An early traveler described the jour- denul moldings all C“ﬂmj?‘ - =
ones on theer property. The majority of the bistoric homes are aey: “The train moved so slowly that a man could shoot game from ute to the rich ornamentation of this residence and reflect the wealth

still standing and many have undergone sensitive and detailed — the window...get out, get his same, and get back into the train without of its owners. Adding to the beauty of the home are three oval win-
restoration. Ornate interiors with grand staircases, beauwtiful  running” Within a few vears, passenger service was upgraded and the .d'??fﬁ__‘_'mth tichly molded frames and intricately leaded beveled glass.
woodwork and marble-faced coal-burning fireplaces were the rathway became a vital lifeline, until the tracks were abandoned in 1981. B“ﬂ':"? I‘EH}I_?_' ata cost of S6300 (over $147.000 1n 2005) ﬂlﬁ Pgosian
pride of their owners. Qutside, decorative wood and cast-iron TIII R bady s o syitiot o sGiteatistirid o ioe. (EgHE
ences edged well landscaped lawns. The sophistication of the -
S e e e s 21. DAVIS/BUDAS/ADAMS HOUSE * 301 N 24.NUTTING HOUSE « 301 N. Word
dings’ designs shows that the residents of this isolated = Willian, Nutting—Greeprettiear of
miining lown were aware of the architectural trendy and styles Hauser the Red Lodge G (48) built
of the day. This elegant Queen Anne this elegant Queen Anne style cottage
style home was restored to : e doat Aot
: 1900, oniginally described

19. CARNEGIE LIBRARY * 8" & Broadway het otiginal glosy in 2007, s i ﬁt}‘f‘f xyy ;fp -
The Red . _ Fhen e ataiion Fame roof, gingerbread dm:lumtinn at I:hc
Lﬂdg{," ]ib;l_'ﬂ_[‘:.‘ 4 e _: = : 3 B= i lﬂg a ﬂ‘mderﬂ elevator was gﬂbj.ﬁd Pﬂﬂ-k, ﬂ_ﬂd ﬁSh-SEﬂlE E]li.l]glﬂﬁ

added to the back. But mn
1901, the original home on

has a typical

_ _ add to the Victorian charm of this
Carnegle  de- '

home. Nutting later built several rent-

sign, including this lot was a simple cot- al homes in Hi Bug. Walking north on
modest detail- tage. Lhat year, owners R.L. Word Avenue, keep an eve out for his
ing, a daylight Davis and his wife Josephine sold their cottage, which was then moved PTE i BT h"[m} homies.
basement used - to 618 N. Hauser, and started construction on this, grander, home. The distinguishable by l'he: Bk soale st
for a meeting ey — | elegant building features an ﬂ?glud approach to the I-shaped P““ﬂ‘] elesin the front gables and open front porches. E'.-h

room and an open interior foor plan. It nearly didn’t get built, how- where scrolled console brackets enrich the wrned column porch posts.

evet. As late as 1914, when the local Women’s Club applied to the It also offers a fine example of ecarly ornamental glasswork. Note the 25, CR{:}ONQU|ST HOUSE * 521 N. Word
Carnegie Foundation for a grant, the public library was housed in bay windows on both stortes of the south facade as well as the stained- Thilm et  Croftsman

the Savoy Hotel. But their successtul application for $15,000 had ro gflfass window transoms which grace the front windows on both levels. style ho rﬂu, bt in 1992

be declined, because the city was unable to furnish a plot of land. (1L from local lodgepole pine

Finally, after WWT the Women’s Club re-applied and again received atid Aeives ek s tha

the grant monies. In March of 1920, the library moved nto this new 22. LEHRKIND HOUSE + 612 N. Hauser Kot oF {Ifn:d‘ and SBenia

location: An addition was made 1n 1980s to accommodate a growing Built in 1921 by Paul Lehrkind, manager of the Red Lodge Brewing (_‘mﬂﬂquj;[‘ It is modeled

community, m = Company (1910-1919), the sophisticated design of this home is an ex- after the buildings at Camp

ample of the quality of local carpentry skills and 2 model 10 the then-
emerging bungalow style, Note the front porch with wide steps and
closed balustrade. Above, the detatled vertcal stick work over the ends

Senia, a dude ranch/fishing
camp south of Red Lodge
created by the adventurous

of the rake boards lends symmetry to the design of this classic bunga- couple in 1919 (and also on : | —
low. fiq the Historic Register), The rock wall edging and e tEHaciﬂg as well

as the wooden steps leading up from the streer are original to the
23. CHAPMAN HOUSE * 715 N. Hauser

"y [ | ] _ home, and stand as a tribute to the Finnish craftsmen who built the
While her husband and his partners built the Chapman-Mever Banklr_tg g ﬂ-i

House, plucky, independent Alphia Chapman oversaw the construction
of this imposing manston, an architectural blend of Colonial, Queen

balustrade. The ormnamentation and a picket fence with its arched

16. TALMAGE HARDWARE * 23 N. Broadway 0 entryway have enticed travelers and boarders for most of the last
Built in 1896, this was the second w wp century. The home was predominantly a boarding house early on.

_ two-story bock building i the new In the late 19805, new owners made it 2 B&B. It is now a private

commercial district. An 1895 newspa- When the coal mines opened in the late 18805, Finnish people residence. ply
per article claimed that the alignment

%, r became the largest work force in the mines and by the turn of 20 KALLIO BOARDING HOUSE & SAUNA
wite Pl Ll S the century made up one-fourth of the poputation of Red Lodoe. ' ING-HOU: U

11l

Ezwﬂl:f;lif:é ;Zwlfsi?: {hﬂj;:;}l]ﬂ]wli E; The Finns brought with thew a cooperalive philosophy, including 408 S. I:!BQQ In B | b
Szt dinshrent (otaied  gomiais o, communal boarding bouse fving for the many single miners. In Emm I{)I;’ to 1960, ‘i’f l;ﬂll;“ tamﬂta‘t:!;en;tzd this h“ﬂ;h;'f b“f}'-'dl{lg
mystety). The sandstone was quar- addition to the featured boarding houses, note the nwore hunible T"i"j]j“‘fi‘ﬁf“ *‘fm_‘m‘; II;" ET 5 ﬂlpf:fﬂ‘ (. ¢ ﬂ ) pat Ud f:“” ﬂ“f;]
] e Joliet. and the brick saltbox:-style houses buelt as company bousing. Many U'inn Town ey % br]} e : m:; s muhlj' 1“?; *‘:fr-? ,‘T’U- m{':‘ Wik
manufactuted near Red Lodge. The building T R R homes have received extensive addifions or modificalions over the b(luai iu ;T; dﬁﬁ?ﬂ?ﬁ T:at :}c nalit ; bﬁ?:ﬁizzuﬂﬂ; cij::lt
til the 1990s, when 1t was remodeled for office space. Note that this block, ears but have retained their bistoric character. As you walk E{]E e were ever opened in their place. E"'I .
from the Talmadge Hardware building to the Carbon County Bank; 1s one these quiet streets, imagine the bustle of thousands of winers, as
of the best-preserved historic city blocks in Montana. i many as 60 to a house, coming and going at all hours. 30. SUCOMELA BOARDING HOUSE * 19 N.
1 7. MASONIC TEMPLE *101 N. Broadway 26. LITTLEFIELD HOUSE *111 N Platt Haggin - PO Ay
Constructed in 1909, the Masonic | _ This_twosstoty*clapboard home This three-story, wood frame gable-roof house, built around 1900,

features decorative shingles and drop siding. The second and third
stoties housed sleeping rooms while the kitchen, dining and s-utlﬂg

rooms were on the first foor. E.*

31. WARILA BOARDING HOUSE & SAUNA *
20 N. Haggin
This elegant little home with W \___ |

Temple had a meeting hall on the
second floor of this brick build-
ing, with the main level housing
the Carbon County Mercantile.
Later occupants of the main floor
mcluded Sawyers Grocery, Piggly
Wigoly, Safeway, and a True Value

with its four gables embellished
by fish-scale shingles and mulu-
paneled windows offered a warm
welcome 10 its boarders in the
first part of the last century. Its
striking porch supported by col-
umns along with a hrst-floor bay

hardware store. The local Star in window made it a distinctive resi- gmgerbrﬂﬂd fretwork  and
the West No. 40 Masonic Lodge dence. The spactous front room served as a dining room, and was al- fishscale shingles is an excel-
had been chartered 1n 1890: 1n 1931 1t consolidated with the Bearcreek ways freshly laid with linens and table service by Harriet Littlefield, who lent example of Victorian era
lodge. I operated the boarding house. Between about 1915 and 1919, the home Pﬂtflzﬂhﬂﬁ ?fhgﬂfmf}i:- The
was used as a funeral parlor, until Mrs. Littlefield converted the buildin Warila famuly lived on the first
18. SAVOY HOTEL » 201 N, Broadway into apartments and II:ad a small house built for herself on back of 1]15:3*1r floor, while the basement and
Built in 1907 within one block of lot. pizq second stories housed up to
the new Northern Pacific Railroad 15 boarders. This was one of
depot, the Savoy Hotel was one of 27. TUURI BOARDING HOUSE * 117 S. Platt the first privately owned homes on the block, since the coal com-
Red Lodges more elegant com- In 1897, Jacob Tuuri and Elias Hill built this elegant Queen Anne cot- panies owned most of the homes in Finn Town. A sauna building
mercial buildings, offering travelers tage 25 4 boarding house for miners who were under contract to live was added around 1906. The bath cost 15 cents it the proprietor
an alternative to the Pollard Hotel. in company housing. Eventually Jacob bought out Flias™ interest and furnished a towel; 10 cents if not. E:'
The dining room was located n the raised his family here. The hmIdmg was carefully restored in 2003, res-
southeastern portion, lit by large cuing it from near collapse. ﬂ:.

plate glass windows with arched
stained glass transoms above. But 28. HERRANEN HOUSE « 224 S. Platt
by 1913, the Savoy had to be sold for back taxes. The buidding was then This 1906, two-and-a-half story

used as a rooming house as well as the stte for a post othice and the first Queen Anne home displays a

public libraty. By the 1920s it had become a funeral home. The library prominent front gable sheathed

was moved to the new Carnegie Library building when that structure was in scalloped shingles and elaborate
. i ' . i

Cf?'m}ﬂﬂﬂd n 1920. Tl oingerbread. A run-around porch

originally covered the western and
southern facades ot the house as
well as the open front porch, sup-
ported with columns and an open




